Scottish Country Dancing Day School/Workshop

Saturday 17 March 2012

Mascalls School, Maidstone Road, Paddock Wood, Kent. TN12 6LT

Have new members joined your group this year who would like a chance to learn the steps and formations?

Would your existing members like to improve their confidence and technique in Scottish country dancing?

If so, a Scottish Country Dancing Day School may be just the thing for all your members.  
A Day School will generally offer several classes for different abilities.  The class teachers are all highly experienced country dance teachers, and usually, music is provided by a musician; pianist, accordionist, or fiddle player.  Typically, there will be teaching sessions in the morning and afternoon, and quite often a more relaxed social event such as a social dance or ceilidh in the evening.

As a ‘one-off’ workshop, each class can concentrate on technique and formations suitable for the level of experience of the class; basic steps and formations for newcomers to Scottish dancing, improvement of personal technique, team work, and the more complex formations for more experienced dancers.  The teachers take as much time as they need to practise a a step or a formation, and to apply them in a dance.  Not surprisingly, you will probably work on fewer dances than on a regular dance night!  However, hopefully the class members will improve their confidence in steps and formations which they can then apply across all the Scottish dance repertoire.
If the class has a musician rather than recorded music, the teacher can teach a step, formation, or a dance much more easily, using short phrases, slower or quicker tempo.  A musician often also brings their own knowledge to the class, with background information about the origins of the tunes and how the tunes relate to the chosen dance.

Tunbridge Wells RSCDS holds its annual Day School on the third Saturday of March each year.  The next Day School takes place on Saturday 17 March 2012, at Mascalls School, Paddock Wood, TN12 6LT.  We will be offering classes at three levels.  The teachers and musicians are:

Teachers:
Gaynor Curtis
Musicians:
Ian Cutts


David Hall

Barbara Manning


Wendy Mumford

Ken Martlew

Further details will be circulated in December, and posted on the branch website (www.rscdstunbridgewells.org.uk), but please talk to your club members and suggest that they make a note NOW of the date.  If anyone would like to be added to the mailing list please email secretary@rscdstunbridgewells.org.uk.
If you can’t make 17 March, or if you would like to attend more than one Day School, there are other Day Schools in the South East.  Dates and contact details are below.

Croydon Branch weekend (Eastbourne)
11-13 November 2011
info@rscdscroydon.org.uk
Norwich
19 November 2011
contact@rscds-norwich.org.uk
Oxford
18 February 2012
trish@rawlings50cc.plus.com
Berks/Hants/Surrey Borders
10 March 2012
enquiries@rscds-bhs.org.uk
Tunbridge Wells
17 March 2012
secretary@rscdstunbridgewells.org.uk  

Argyll Scottish Dance Group
28 April 2012
gaynorcurtis@clara.co.uk
